	 Curriculum Analysis Worksheet	Stephany Apodaca


	A. Identify Curriculum

	1.
Subject Area,
Grade or Level

	6th-grade math curriculum. 




	B. Unpack the Curriculum

Curriculum Analysis Goal: The goal of your analysis is to consider the development of nonacademic skills in the curriculum and where specifically to include a focus on nonacademic skills. 


	Curriculum
	1. Content/Topic Area
	2. Academic Standards (Explicit Curriculum)
	
3. Nonacademic Skills (Implicit Curriculum)

	3a. Describe how each nonacademic skill is connected to the academic content of the unit.

	Unit 1
	In Module 3, the students will learn to find the quotient when dividing two fractions. They will also be learning to use the reciprocal when dividing two fractions and compute real-world problems using the division of fractions. They will need to recall the LCM and the GCF to find the solution and put the solution in simplest form. 



	1.The first standard covered in Module 3 is standard 6.NS.A.1. In this standard, the students will learn to interpret and find quotients to problems involving fractions. They will be solving math problems and real-world word problems. They will have access to visual fraction models and learn to solve using equations. 
2.The next standard that is covered in Module 3 is standard 6.NS.B.4a. This standard is focusing on finding the greatest common factor (GCF) between two whole numbers that are both less than 100. 
3.The third standard that is covered in Module 3 is standard 6.NS.B.4b. This standard focuses on taking two whole numbers that are both less than or equal to 12 and finding the least common multiple (LCM) between the two. 
4.The last standard that is covered in Module 3 is the standard 6.NS.B.4c. This standard uses the sum of two whole numbers between 1 and 100 that have a common factor of two whole numbers that have that do not have any common factor. Then, students will learn how to express this by using the distributive property. 

	 Critical thinking skills are a nonacademic or soft skill that are connected to the academic content of this unit. 
	Critical thinking skills are connected to the academic content of this unit because there are many real-world word problems where the students must find a solution. The students must use critical thinking skills to identify the problem and use their newly learned skills plus prior knowledge to come up with a solution to the problems.

	Unit 2
	In Module 4, students will be practicing all four operations with decimals. They will have access to hundredths grids if necessary. 

	The only standard that is covered in Module 4 is 6.NS.B.2. This standard is making sure that all students can divide multi-digit numbers when given the numbers in a standard algorithm. 

	A nonacademic skill that connects with this academic content is independent thinking. 
	The reason that I feel that independent thinking is connected to the academic content of this unit is because the students have been working with this content for two years now. Giving them the chance to bring back that knowledge, be independent thinkers and remember the tools that are already in their tool belt is going to be a crucial part of their education. 

	Unit 3
	In Module 5, students should be able to properly use vocabulary referring to ratios and describe how the ratio is relating two quantities. Make and interpret tables and how they relate to ratios. Lastly, they will be able to solve math problems and real-world problems involving ratios and unit rates. 

	1.The first standard in Module 5 is 6.RP.A.1, consists of understanding the vocabulary used to describe ratios and showing the knowledge of combing and comparing two quantities, the quantities in a ratio, multiplicatively. 
2.The next standard in Module 5 is 6.RP.A.2. Using this standard students must understand the concept of a unit rate and understand how it is related to a ratio. It is also important for the students to understand that when they have a/b, which is a:b, b can never equal 0. 
3.The final standard in Module 5 is 6.RP.A.3a. In this standard it is expected that students will learn how to interpret and compare tables to ratios. They should also be able to plot missing numbers into the tables and use the tables to compare ratios and find the unit rate. 

	Adaptability is a nonacademic skill that is connected to this unit. 
	Most of the students have most likely not worked with ratios and unit rates up to this point. Adaptability is going to be an impotant skill in this unit because they will need to be able to have an open mind and adapt to the new information. Even though the information coming in is going to be new the students will be flexible and adapt to a new way of thinking. This skill of being able to adapt as the lessons proceed will lead to success in this unit. 

	Unit 4
	In Module 6, the students will be working with equivalent ratios. They can use their knowledge with equivalent ratios to set up a ratio and help them to convert measurement units. Using these conversions, they will be able to solve real-world problems dealing with measurement conversions. 

	1.Module 6 covers standard 6.RP.A.2, and also standard 6.RP.A.3a. These are both standards that were previously covered in Module 5. 
2.The only new standard that has not been covered yet and is covered in Module 6 is standard 6.RP.A.3d. This standard states that by using their previous knowledge of ratios, ratio reasoning, multiplication and division students will be able to convert measurement units correctly. 

	Problem Solving Skills are going to be crucial during this unit. 
	Problem-solving skills are connected to the academic content of this unit in a very similar way as critical thinking skills. When given a real-world word problem or any math problem students are now faced with the challenge of thinking through how they will solve this problem. So, they first need to identify the problem, then they need to figure out what will be the best process to solve the problem. After they have figured this out, then they will need to go through the skills that they have obtained to solve the problem given to them. 




	C. Analyze Curriculum to Make Recommendations

Curriculum Analysis Goal: The goal of your analysis is to consider the development of nonacademic skills in the curriculum and where specifically to include a focus on nonacademic skills. 


	1. 
Using evidence from the curriculum selected in part B, determine whether the explicit curriculum emphasizes or takes away from the development of a specific nonacademic skill described in B3.

	

Using the evidence from the curriculum that I have selected I have determined that the curriculum emphasizes the nonacademic skills described in B3. Problem solving skills and independent thinking I think will be especially emphasized. The reason for the problem solving skills is because these problems are all going to be relatable to real life situations that they experience on a daily basis. By beginning with something like this, it will boost their problem solving skills. The review of fractions and decimals can also enhance their independent thinking and learning skills. This is the perfect opportunity for an “I do, we do, you do” and then put more emphasis on  the you do. While informally assessing their progress often, still giving them plenty of opportunity to grow those independent thinking skills. 

	2. 
Using evidence from the curriculum, discuss an area of potential bias within a specific area of the curriculum. 

Discuss the change(s) you would make to the curriculum to address the potential area of bias discussed in C2.
	Potential biases in the curriculum I believe are decimals/fractions, LCM/GCF, and ratios/unit rate. The reason that I believe there is a potential bias with decimals and fractions is because there is two entire modules dedicated to teaching (reteaching) something that should have been covered in fourth and fifth grade. By the time the students come to sixth grade they are expected to know these concepts. There could possibly be reviews throughout the curriculum, but two modules are a lot of important instruction time. The next bias is LCM/GCF, these are something that the students are expected to know but are a sixth-grade standard and are not well represented in the modules. The final bias that I would like to discuss is ratios and unit rates. These have one module but are extremely important for our students to learn in sixth grade. They are covered heavily on AZ State Standards and the AZ Essential State Standards. 
i. I would approach the first bias about fractions and decimals by eliminating the two entire modules on them. Instead, I would put in review of them throughout the curriculum. This would give the teacher more time to teach the standards that are crucial for them to cover in sixth grade. 
ii. The LCM/GCF are important for the sixth-grade students to learn so I would insert a module for theses topics. I would also make sure to use these terms consistently throughout the rest of the curriculum. This is important because the students will not just use it once and forget it, but instead they will be constantly reminded of the terms and continue to practice them. 
iii. Finally, the bias concerning the ratios and unit rates. Instead of trying to chunk it all in two modules at the beginning of the school year. I would still teach these modules but then continuously insert these vocabulary terms, math problems, and real-world problems containing rates and unit rates throughout the other lessons. The students will learn how these will work with other content, and they will see it throughout the rest of the year so it is not something that they will lose after working with it. 


	3. 
Explain how you could incorporate two additional nonacademic skills (null curriculum), which do not appear in B3, into the curriculum.

Justify why you selected the two nonacademic skills in C3 to incorporate into the curriculum.

	The first nonacademic skill I could incorporate into the curriculum would be teamwork. This would be a great unit for centers and group work. These opportunities give the students a chance to built their teamwork skills. These need to be closely monitored of course. In order to build proper teamwork abilities guidance from the teacher is important. 
Another nonacademic skill that could be incorporated into this unit of the curriculum would be financial literacy. When working with decimals and unit rates money comes into play frequently. This could be a great opportunity to build financial literacity skills without the students even realizing that they are building those skills. They would be building the skills just through completing the curriculum and in the process growing stronger with financial literacy. 
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